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Mission Statement 

The Centre County Conservation District is a committed, professional agency functioning as the        

primary local source of assistance to all individuals and organizations who benefit from the countyõs  

natural resources that we collectively strive to sustain and improve. 

    Centre County Conservation District  
    2018 Annual Report 

        2018 was a busy and productive year as the Centre County Conservation District 

        celebrated 64 years of service to the residents of Centre County. The Centre Coun-

ty Conservation District was formed at the request of farmers and other citizens in 

the county who were interested in land use planning and the conservation of soil 

and water resources. The District was declared a Conservation District by the  

Centre County Board of Commissioners in October 1954. The District was orga-

nized to provide for the conservation of soil and water resources, assist with wa-

tershed protection and flood prevention, preserve woodlands and wildlife, protect 

public lands, and to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of 

the people within the community. The District is a subdivision of state government 

and is administered by a volunteer based Board of Directors. The District board is 

currently composed of four farmer directors, two public directors, one county 

commissioner, and three associate directors. In 2018, there were nine fullïtime  

employees. Some of the programs that the District staff administer include: The 

Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control; National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permitting; Chapter 105 Stream Encroachments; Dirt, Gravel & 

Low Volume Roads; Chesapeake Bay; Nutrient Management; and Ag Conserva-

tion technical assistance programs. The Conservation District also sponsors the 

County Envirothon. Monthly board meetings are held the first Wednesday of each 

month in Room 146 of the Wil-

lowbank Building, Bellefonte, at 

7:30PM, and are open to the pub-

lic. Many thanks to those who sup-

port us and promote our mission. 
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FARM / CITY DINNER  

Clean Streams Award  
The 2018 Clean Streams Award was presented to 

Chris Maney. Chris is the PA Department of Trans-

portation Senior Highway Maintenance Manager 

tasked with maintenance of 706 miles of State Routes 

and 435 bridges- not to mention over 24,000 signs! In 

addition to snow plowing and winter maintenance 

there are also many maintenance activities to the 

roads throughout the year, as well as responding to 

complaints, emergencies, project coordination with 

both other PennDot divisions and other Federal, State 

and Local municipalities. Chris must manage and 

track an $18 million annual budget, as well as super-

vise 5 managers; 14 first- line supervisors; and 91 

support personnel. Chris has been with PennDot for 

33 years. Over the years, Chris has contacted our of-

fice for permit guidance for various road, bridge and 

stormwater drainage activities.This contact has been 

directly with Chris or through managers directed to 

our office from Chris. Chris has a great understanding 

of the regulations that the Conservation District administers regarding soil erosion control and stream permit-

ting, and demonstrates this both in the field and when discussing projects. He takes special care when being 

tasked with road maintenance both for public safety and to protect the natural resources of Centre County; all 

the while being aware of, following and meeting the environmental regulations involved. 

In celebration of Pennsylvania Farm/City Week, the 2018 Centre County Farm/City Dinner was held on No-

vember 7, 2018,  at the J.K.Yearick Center in Howard. The annual dinner highlights the importance of the rela-

tionship between our agricultural community and our urban neighbors. The dinner was sponsored by the Belle-

fonte FFA, Centre County Conservation District, Centre County Farm Bureau, Kiwanis Club of State College 

and Penn State Extension-Centre County.  

Dr. Stehouwer was the guest speaker. Dr. Stehouwer has been on 

the faculty at Penn State University since 1997, and until June 

2012 was the state extension specialist in environmental soil sci-

ence. His extension program covered soil-based recycling of by-

product materials, compost production and utilization, recycling 

of urban/suburban organic materials back to agricultural soils, 

manufactured topsoils, mine reclamation, and remediation of con-

taminated soils and brownfields. Rick now teaches Introductory 

Soil Science to more than 500 students each year, and also teach-

es a course on Forest Soil Management and an Environmental 

Sustainability course with a soils focus. Dr. Stehouwer maintains 

an active applied research program in environmental soil science 

focusing primarily on restoration of degraded soils. His current 

research projects are investigating organic carbon and nutrient 

dynamics in mined lands reclaimed with manure, compost and 

spent mushroom substrate, and production of biomass crops on 

reclaimed mined lands. Rick is also on the board of the Centre 

County Recycling and Refuse Authority. 

Daina Beckstrand/CBP NM Techni-

cian pictured receiving pin from Rob-

ert Sweitzer /District Mgr. for the 

PACD Employee Recognition Pro-

gram for 10 years of service with the 

Conservation District. 

From left: Mike Philippe, State Representa-

tive  Kerry Benninghoff, US Congressman 

Glenn Thompson, and Chris Maney. 
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Watershed Stewardship Award 

Outstanding Conservation Farmer Award 
The 2018 Outstanding Conservation Farmer Award was presented to the Myers Farm of Spring Mills, cur-

rently operated by Don and Joel Myers. This family operated crop farm started in 1946. Over all these years, 

the Myers family has incorporated MANY conservation stewardship practices in all land usesð to improve 

soil health and productivity, nutrient man-

agement, forest stewardship, wildlife habitat, 

and stream improvements along 5,000 feet of 

Sinking Creek. The Myers family has held 

an incredible amount of educational field 

days, workshops, classes, and research trials 

for the agricultural community, conservation 

resource professionals, research scientists, 

local FFA students, Penn State University 

classes, and international groups! For the 

past 10 years, the family has offered educa-

tional events on their farm 4 times each year! 

The Myers farm is a valuable resource for 

conservation education state-wide. The My-

ers Family is truly a leading example of con-

servation stewardship.  

The 2018 Watershed Stewardship Award was presented to Larry Brannaka at the annual Farm City Dinner. 

Dr. Brannaka earned a B.S. in Civil Engineering  (Lehigh University) an M.S. in Civil Engineering  (Colorado 

State University) specializing in Groundwater Hydrology, and a Ph.D. at The Pennsylvania State University, 

specializing in Vadose Zone Hydrology. Larry 

started with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

State College in 2003 as a hydrologist, specializ-

ing in stream restoration. Larry is an integral part 

of watershed stewardship in Centre County. He 

has completed numerous stream improvement 

projects throughout the county, spanning well 

over a decade. He has been tremendously helpful 

to residents in Runville, assisting folks living 

alongside Wallace Run. Larry has also been inte-

gral in public projects, as he designed and in-

stalled the multi-phased Talleyrand Park, Belle-

fonte streambank protection project. Dr. Branna-

ka also shares his passion and knowledge for 

stream work, teaching the next generation of wa-

tershed science professionals on the principals 

and practices of stream restoration, through a 

graduate-level course at Penn State University.  

From left: Commissioners Steve 

Dershem & Mark Higgins, Justin 

Kozak, and Dr. Larry Brannaka 

From left: Commissioner Steve Dershem, 

Don Myers, NRCS-Scott Heckman, Joel 

Myers, Commisioner Mark Higgins, and 

Daina Beckstrand 
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Agricultural Best Management Practices Implementation Grants 

The Centre County Conservation District (CCCD) continues to partner with other organizations and utilize dif-

ferent sources of funding to construct Agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) on farms throughout 

Centre County. BMPs are installed to help reduce nutrient and sediment runoff from impacting our local 

streams, groundwater and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. Late in 2018 the PA Department of Environmental 

Protection awarded the CCCD with a $1,697,258.00 Growing Greener grant for the installation of BMPs on 10 

properties within Centre County. Planned projects are scheduled for Halfmoon, Slab Cabin, Little Fishing, 

Marsh, Sinking, Bald Eagle & Elk Creek Watersheds. In 2018 three projects were completed in Halfmoon 

Township. Two projects were implemented on dairy operations, while the other was on a beef operation. A 

project was also completed on a dairy heifer operation in Harris Township. 

Dairy Operation- Halfmoon Township 

In 2018 the Centre County 

Conservation District part-

nered with NRCS to fund 

a 11,300 sqft Roofed 

Heavy Use Area and a 

3,604 sqft (21,624 cuft) 

Manure Stacking Facility 

that will accommodate 70 

Bred Heifers and 50 Dry 

Cows.   

The 54ô x 276ô Roofed Heavy Use 

Area / Manure Stacking Facility 

was nearing completion in fall 

2018. With proper management of 

the new facility 6 acres of denuded 

pasture can now be reestablished 

into a manageable pasture. In 2019 

10 acres of crop ground surround-

ing the new building will be con-

verted into permanent pasture. Cat-

tle walkways will be constructed; 

exterior, interior and streambank 

fence will be installed. Livestock 

will be excluded from over 1,900 

linear feet of stream. Over 4 acres 

of protective riparian buffer was created. Buffer widths vary between 50ô & 100ô. Native trees and shrubs are 

scheduled to be planted in Spring 2019. A 5 acre Pollinator Habitat is also planned for 2019. 


